
Boitumelo ~  A Tale of Grace   by Dr. Sonja Miskin 

It was a cold wintery morning, 

May 2009, that found Dorcas 

and I making our way to a tiny 

tin shanty, in response to a call 

for help by a concerned young 

woman. She had become 

aware of a young boy in the 

neighbourhood, whose parents 

had died and was living with 

an old lady in a one room 

dwelling. She had noticed that 

he was left alone for most of 

the week, and lately was no 

longer coming out of the little 

house and not going to 

school .She didn’t feel com-

fortable to approach this situa-

tion alone, so came to us for 

help. What we found would 

probably astound most people 

living in a first world context 

where there is access to social 

workers and health care work-

ers, children’s protective 

agencies etc. The child was 

locked inside a freezing shack, 

no ventilation, no heat, no 

food, no care giver and des-

perately ill. A small malnour-

ished 10 year old boy, burning 

up with fever, unable to lie 

still due to pain that racked his 

whole body, too sick to even 

cry, simply moaning in dis-

tress. We looked at one an-

other, ‘what do we do?’ We 

scooped him up in our arms 

and drove back to Nakekela. 

This was but only the begin-

ning of our Lord’s gracious 

intervention in the life of little 

Boitumelo. It is a tale of 

grace, in which our Lord’s 

purposes were accomplished 

by many of His people work-

ing in various stages with this 

child over a time span of more 

than 18 months, in bringing 

him back to health and the 

possibility of a new life. At 

the time we first found him, 

there was a general strike on-

going in the hospitals and 

clinics in our area, and be-

cause of that we drove him all 

the way to Johannesburg. 

There we have a close rela-

tionship with Lambano Chris-

tian Children’s Hospice and 

they, recognizing the crisis, 

stood in the gap with their 

access to Paediatric Special-

ists, and took him in. For the 

next 18 months Boitumelo 

was shuttled between Lam-

bano, which became his 

home, and the Academic Hos-

pital, which became his sec-

ond home. His case was very 

complicated, but all the 

needed special care was made 

available for him free of 

charge! He had relapse after 

relapse, complication after 

compli-

cation 

but 

made it 

through 

due to 

care and 

prayer 

espe-

cially 

via the 

Lam-

bano 

Hospice 

staff and 

dedi-

cated 

doctor 

that attended his case. Slowly he 

started putting on weight, 

learned to manage his medica-

tion, and picked up strength. 

During this time he also learnt 

how to fluently speak English, 

and was taught basics of Biblical 

truth and gained knowledge of 

God. Then he started asking 

about going home, back to 

Kwandebele. Well that was quite 

a challenge. Dorcas and Sr 

Emma being the resourceful 

girls they are, managed to track 

down Boitumelo’s great grand-

mother! We had to visit for an 

extended time to find out if she 

was willing and able to care for 
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The year 2012 has started with ex-

citement.  We have advertised our 

Home Based Care posts and hope to 

start with the training in April 2012.  

Two of our staff members went in 

the last week of February on a 

“Voluntary Counselling and Testing 

Course” presented by the local gov-

ernment.   As soon as all our care 

workers had been trained, we hope 

to extend our service to include a 

centre for testing for HIV/AIDS at 

Nakekela. 

Sr. Emma Masanabo attends every 

Thursday a “Palliative Care Course” 

at the Sungardens Hospice.  She will 

attend in the next few years once a 

week different courses to enable her 

to obtain her degree in professional 

nursing. 

Dorcas Mathibela and I will also be 

attending the SALT Conference in 

Port Elizabeth from February  27 to 

March 1, 2012. Topics that will be 

covered are “Theory of Change” and 

“Contextual Bible Studies”.  We are 

looking forward in spending some 

quality time with our fellow SALT 

members. 
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freely accessible through clinics and 

hospitals, the advance of HIV/AIDS 

in the Kwamhlanga community con-

tinues unabated. Nakekela remains a 

tiny little beam of hope in a very 

dark landscape. We are convinced of 

the calling unto which our Lord has 

appointed us, as we have amazing 

Gospel opportunity on a daily basis 

with both patients and families under 

our influence. So we work on in 

faith, our labour prompted by love, 

and we endure because we are in-

spired by hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

As we started this new year of 2012 

with a new intake of patients, we 

were overwhelmed with the degree 

of severity of illness in the ones that 

approached us for help. After all 

these years of the medication being 

available free of cost to any patient, 

counselling and testing also being 

Doctor’s Report 
By Dr. Sonja Miskin 

From the Manager’s Office 
By Babette Grobler 

At Nakekela we put our trust in the 

Lord both now and forevermore.  

We want to give thanks to the Lord 

for the privilege to be used as instru-

ment through Him to help, work and 

pray together with the HIV/AIDS 

infected patients. 

We want to give thanks to the Lord 

for two patient’s that were so ill they 

could not walk or talk; but later they 

could sit in a wheel chair and now 

both could walk. 

We thank Him for all of the other 

patients that are getting better and 

becoming stronger each day.   

We pray that even for those who 

have died or will die in our presence 

at Nakekela, may receive the best 

care and love that we can give. That 

we will share the gospel to our pa-

tients and that they may turn to Him 

and come to a saving knowledge of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Please continue to pray for us and 

our work. 

My heart is not proud, O Lord 

My eyes are not haughty; 

I do not concern myself with great 

matters 

Or things too wonderful for me. 

But I have stilled and quieted my 

soul; 

Like a weaned child with it’s mother 

Like a weaned child is my soul 

within 

O Israel, put your hope in the Lord 

Both now and forevermore. 

Psalm 131 

Counseling & Therapy 
By Riana Hatting 

Home Based Care 
By Dori Averink 

vided His grace for each patient, 

family and situation we come into.  

We pray He will continue to provide 

and that our home-based ministry 

will profit many people. 

Looking forward, we hope to inter-

view candidates for our new team, 

and train the successful applicants 

via the government’s training pro-

gram.  Please pray that all of these 

processes and labours will be blessed 

to God’s honour and glory. 

After a wonderful time of rest in De-

cember, we began the new year with 

renewed purpose.   

Over the last 2 months, Dorcas and I 

have made approximately 30 visits 

to patients and their families.  As we 

look back, we see how God has pro-
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A Tale of Grace cont’d 

Nakekela Christian Care Centre Association is a public non-profit step-down facility established for terminally 

ill patients with HIV/AIDS in the greater KwaNdebele area.  

Mission: To render palliative and curative care in a holistic manner to both in– and out– patients in the 

KwaMhlanga Community whose lives are impacted by HIV/AIDS. 

Vision:  To work in collaboration with local communities including churches, schools government structures 

and other community institutions and stakeholders to further its main objective (as stated in the mission) 

P O Box 20400  

Stand 121& 122 
Tweefontein G   

KwaMhlanga MP 1022 

Nakekela Christian 
Community Centre 

Tel: +27 13 945 6861 

Fax:   +27 13 945 6861 
Cell:  +27 82 572 0845  

Email: bgrobler78@gmail.com 

Striving to be the hands 
and feet of Lord Jesus in 

the community 

We’re on the web!! 

www.nakekelaccca.co.za 

BLESSINGS FROM OVERSEAS 

Above; Dr. Sonja, Sr. Emma and Sarah 

show off  the fleece blankets made by the 

Grand Rapids HRC Ladies Society.   

Left: Dr. Sonja and Sr. Emma pose with 

Ntokozo, Jabu and Boitumelo who re-

ceived new school clothes for the new 

year. 

him on his return, and with tears 

in her old eyes she assured us. 

Sr. Emma drove her all the way 

from the rural village to meet the 

little boy and great was the reun-

ion! With thankfulness Lambano 

relinquished him back into our 

care and we took him back home 

to Kwandebele a few days before 

Christmas 2011.The continuing 

providence in Boitumelo’s life is 

that we made a way for him to 

(Continued from page 1) enrol at Mukhanyo Christian Acad-

emy. A monetary gift was used to 

get his uniform and supplies, and so 

with great anticipation he will be 

returning to school, but more impor-

tantly, a Christian school after an 

absence of nearly two years. At the 

present moment he is as well as any 

other 10 year old, although he is still 

growth stunted, and he will have to 

remain on medication for the rest of 

his life, but his new home is walking 

distance from Nakekela, so we have 

become his second home, and Lord 

willing, can keep a close eye on his 

progressing. We would value 

prayers for the conversion of not 

only this boy but his old great 

grandmother, and that Boitumelo 

would be mightily used of the Lord 

for the sake of the Gospel of our 

Lord Jesus, for surely this could be 

the reason that he was saved from 

illness in which we first found 

him!  


